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The Reorganization Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Washington was called to order by 
Administrator Gallets at 9:07 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Comm. Tobin, Cullen, Short, Walsh, Comm.-elect Nedd, Attorney Jansen, 

Administrator/Clerk Gallets, Assistant Administrator Burd,  
Deputy Clerk Madden 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Morristown Daily Record on January 3, 
2006 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on the same date.  This meeting is being held at 
the Washington Township Municipal Building, 43 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Long Valley, New Jersey.  Notices 
of this meeting were sent as there were requests. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
INVOCATION   
 
Father Michael Drury, the Washington Township Fire Department Chaplin, offered an invocation. 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER SWORN IN BY DEPUTY TOWNSHIP CLERK 
 
Administrator Gallets administered the oath of office to Kevin M. Nedd. 
 
 
TOWNSHIP CLERK TAKES NOMINATIONS FOR MAYOR FOR 2006 
 
Comm. Short nominated Comm. Tobin to serve as Mayor of Washington Township for the year 2006.  The motion 
was seconded by Comm. Cullen.  There being no other nominations, the motion was carried by the following roll 
call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Tobin, Cullen, Short, Nedd, Walsh 
NAYS: None      ABSTENTIONS:  None                               ABSENT:  None 
 
 
NEW MAYOR TAKES NOMINATIONS FOR VICE MAYOR FOR 2006 
 
Comm. Short nominated Comm. Walsh to serve as Vice Mayor of Washington Township for the year 2006.  The 
motion was seconded by Comm. Cullen.  There being no other nominations, the motion was carried by the following 
roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None      ABSTENTIONS:  None                               ABSENT:  None 
 
 
SWEARING IN OF FIRE DEPARTMENT AND FIRST AID SQUAD OFFICERS  
 
Administrator Gallets administered the oaths of office for the year 2006 to Washington Township Fire Department 
First Deputy Chief Kurt Wanner, officers of the Fairmount Fire Company, Long Valley Fire Company, Schooley’s 
Mountain Fire Protection Association, and the Long Valley First Aid Squad. 
 
 
Mayor Tobin introduced and acknowledged Assemblyman Guy Gregg, Morris County Deputy Freeholder Director 
Margaret Nordstrom, Washington Township School Superintendent Dr. Gerald Vernotica and Washington 
Township Board of Education President Richard Reilly.   Mayor Tobin also introduced Captain William 
Gundersdorf, Lt. Michael Bailey, Lt. Patrick Monahan, and Lt. Mark Niemynski of the Washington Township 
Police Department. 
 
 
EAGLE SCOUT AWARD PRESENTATION – Mayor Tobin, on behalf of the Washington Township 
Committee, presented a plaque to Scout Joseph J. Maccarone in recognition of his achievement of the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 
 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the meeting to the public.  There being no comments or questions, Mayor Tobin closed 
the meeting to the public. 
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE   - 2005 
 
Former Mayor Ken Short stated that 2005 was a very busy year in Washington Township.  Our growth rate was very 
slow - 1.6% this past year as compared with 2% for 2004.  Our Planning Board approved 29 new lots along with 363 
age-restricted housing units to be built down by the Hackettstown Border.  The Township continued with its road 
improvement program – paving Paula Drive, Flintlock Drive and Cedar Court.  Comm. Walsh, with his efforts with 
the Morris County Open Space Committee and the Farmland Preservation, preserved an additional 574 acres of 
farmland in Washington Township.  In addition to that, 127 acres of open space recreational area for passive 
recreation were added.  We have over 650 acres slated to be preserved in 2006.  By the end of this year, we should 
have close to 40% of Washington Township restricted from building – that’s approximately 11,600 acres.    This 
past year also saw the completion and fencing of three additional softball fields located at Palmer Park.  We also 
completed three all-purpose fields at Falcon Fields.  The Township also purchased 35 acres adjacent to the Middle 
School for the future site of a community center.  This past year Washington Township lost two civic leaders – Jack 
Borgenicht and Bill Harrington.  Falcon Fields was renamed Harrington Park this last October to honor Bill 
Harrington.   
 
Comm. Short stated that the Township Committee also passed major environmental ordinances – the Ridgeline, 
Steep slope, Stream Corridor and Stormwater Ordinances.  Due to some extremely difficult and sometimes 
unpopular decisions in 2005, the Township has restored its financial strength.  Our bond rate was challenged this 
year.  Our surplus never grew the way it was expected to due to programs outside the control of the Township.  Our 
bond rating has remained intact.  The Township has obtained additional revenues this past year – just short of $1.2 
million – with the sale of a liquor license, tax office and several small parcels of land.  Last year at this time, we had 
a surplus just shy of $400,000.  Our surplus is now approximately $2.93 million, so some of the programs we have 
put into affect have taken place.   
 
Comm. Short stated that he wanted to recognize Freeholder Director Margaret Nordstrom.  He stated that she was a 
Washington Township Committeewoman about ten years ago.   Then, she moved on further and became Mayor, and 
then Freeholder.  Last evening, she was elected to the highest elected position in Morris County – the Freeholder 
Director.  She has been a leader of her community, and Comm. Short said he personally wanted to thank her again.   
 
Comm. Short stated he wanted to thank the Township Committee, the Township employees and volunteers, his wife 
Sue, his family, and residents of Washington Township for supporting him as Mayor for the past two years.  He has 
always taken great pride in the Township.  Comm. Short thanked everyone for allowing him to serve them as 
Mayor. 
 
 
MAYOR’S MESSAGE – 2006 
 
Mayor Tobin welcomed Kevin Nedd to the Washington Township Committee.   He thanked Comm. Short for his 
dedication and efforts on behalf of Washington Township - especially during his two years as Mayor.   He took an 
extensive amount of time away from his business to work on behalf of Washington Township.  This included several 
trips to Trenton to meet with NJDEP.  He also met with Morris County Officials, attended public hearings on 
proposed legislation and regulations impacting our town, and held discussions with mayors of other municipalities.   
 
My view of the coming year comes in two parts.  Each of us was elected by the majority of all the residents voting in 
the general election in Washington Township.   Therefore each of us has an equal role in decisions affecting our 
town.  The Mayor is selected by his peers on the Township Committee, and his vote has no more weight than any 
other committeeman.   The success or failure of this year’s committee is highly dependent on all five committeemen 
working as a team.  We will disagree on some projects, ordinances and priorities - that’s a healthy process that 
ensures that the decisions that we make are the collective vision of what is best for our town.   I have the benefit of 
four intelligent and competent colleagues on the committee.   There is no question that each one of the them has a 
strong personality with equally strong opinions on a variety of issues.  They bring a wide variety of knowledge, 
experience and competency on the challenges facing our town in the coming year.  I am confident that we will use 
all these skills to achieve the best results for our town.   
 
The second part of my view for 2006 is how we determine the direction and priorities for the coming year.  I am 
asking that my four colleagues bring their top five goals and projects to the regularly scheduled public meeting for 
the Township Committee in January.  I will state that I believe a top priority for all five committeemen is to control 
the municipalities portion of the property tax and minimize any increase consistent with providing all state-
mandated services and all necessary public health and safety services to the residents.  Some of the challenges that I 
see facing us in 2006 include completion of contract negotiations with the Department of Public Works and Police 
Unions with one key element being the sharing of health benefit costs by the union members and the Township.  
Completion of contract negotiations with municipalities served by our joint communication system and getting them 
to pay their fair share of the cost to operate and maintain the system.  Renewed discussions with NJ Department of 
Transportation and Hackettstown regarding Hackettstown’s determination to have a bypass built through our town 
connecting State Highways 57 and 46.  And, regrettably, the task of replacing Chief Ed Ehrenberg who is retiring 
this year.    
 
Finally, I want to recognize one of the most least-appreciated groups in this town and that’s the non-contracted 
municipal employees.  The municipal employees have the unenviable task of trying to make all the Township 
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Committee’s decisions work.  On a last note, I try not to take myself too seriously.  I am enthusiastically and 
constantly supported by my wife, Dottie,  and the Township Administrator Dianne Gallets.  I am sure they will 
continue their efforts with renewed vigor this year.   
 
I am very sincere in the fact that I feel I have four excellent colleagues and that they are going to collectively work 
on doing what is best for this town and that we are going to work as a team.  I think you all should be confident that 
you are going to get the best that this committee can give of themselves to keep Washington Township a great place 
to live.   
 
 
Mayor Tobin suspended the meeting to allow for a refreshment break.  
 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION  
 
           R. Gregory Jones – Class IV Member, Planning Board, effective January 9, 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-01-06  – DESIGNATION OF THE OBSERVER TRIBUNE AS THE OFFICIAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON - 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-02-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – LEGAL SERVICES – JANSEN & DE BONA, LLC 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-03-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – AUDITING SERVICES - NISIVOCCIA & 
COMPANY, LLP 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-04-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – ENGINEERING SERVICES – ANDERSON & 
DENZLER ASSOCIATES 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
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RESOLUTION #R-05-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES CONTRACT – ENGINEERING SERVICES – SUBURBAN 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-06-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
SERVICES – BOLLINGER, INC. 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-07-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – TRAFFIC CONSULTING SERVICES – HAMAL 
ASSOCIATES 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-08-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – PERSONNEL RELATIONS COUNSEL – 
SCARINCI & HOLLENBECK, LLC 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-09-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – LEGAL SERVICES – DORSEY & SEMRAU 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-10-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – APPRAISAL SERVICES – NORMAN J. 
GOLDBERG, INC. 

 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-11-06  – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES CONTRACT – ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT SERVICES - 
NORTON CONSERVATION COMPANY, INC. 
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Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-12-06  – DATE AND DAYS FOR REGULAR AND WORK MEETINGS OF THE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITEE FOR 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-13-06  – DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES FOR TOWNSHIP FUNDS - 

2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-14-06  – RATE OF INTEREST ON DELINQUENT TAXES - 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-15-06  – NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AS PER CHAPTER 231, PUBLIC 

LAWS OF NEW JERSEY 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-16-06  – TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-17-06  – APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS TOWNSHIP POSITIONS - 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-18-06  – APPOINTMENTS – MORRIS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

REVENUE SHARING COMMITTEE FOR 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
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AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-20-06  – APPOINTMENTS – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL - 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the meeting to the public for questions and/or comments on Resolution R-19-06.   
 
Comm. Cullen  stated that Attorney Jansen has informed him that a conflict of interest could be perceived 
concerning his being the Community Center Representative since his wife works for the Somerset Hills Y and he is 
President of the Musconetcong Valley Community Association.  However,  he can write a letter to the Local 
Finance Board and ask for an opinion of whether it would be a conflict or not. 
 
Mayor Tobin requested that Comm. Cullen write the letter promptly. 

 
Mr. Greg Jones, Washington Township Planning Board, stated that he had submitted his resignation effective 
January 9, 2006 but has since realized that it would be better for the Planning Board if it becomes effective on 
January 8th so that Mr. Price, who is replacing him,  can be a sitting member on the Board at the meeting on 
January 9th which will contain the beginning of several applications.   
 
Mayor Tobin thanked Mr. Jones and stated that the adjustment in dates will be made to the resolution. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Mayor Tobin closed the meeting to the public. 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R-19-06  – TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS, VARIOUS BOARD/ 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be adopted after being 
amended to show the resignation date of Mr. Greg Jones as January 8, 2006.  Motion was carried by the following 
roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION  
 
           R. Gregory Jones – Class IV Member, Planning Board, effective January 8, 2006 
 
Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing resolution be amended.  Motion 
was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Cullen, Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None                  ABSTENTIONS:  None                                            ABSENT:  None 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
DPW NEGOTIATION TEAM – Comm. Short and Walsh will represent Washington Township in negotiations 
with the Department of Public Works. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.. 
 
  
 
 
 
          
         Dianne S. Gallets, Clerk 


